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wi To'ithe Right Honourable -| 


5 William Hooker, 
LORD.MAYOR of LONDON, 


And to the 
COURF of AEDERMEN. 


= \ 


Right Honourable, | 


= He following Diſcourſe Was 
= never deſjoned to 90 further 
than your Opn Chappel , 0- 
therwiſe it had not been-left- 
ſo Imperfeft : but face you 
have thought fit toOrder it ſhould be more 
Publick, it would il become me , Who - 
do in it ſo earnefily Preſs Obedience t0- 
Superiors, t0 diſpnte your ( ommands. 
Sach therefore as ut is, I bambly Pre- 


ſent it to you, heartily wiſhing it may in 


ome. 


The Epitle Dedicatory 
fome degree Miniſter to the Promoting 
Peace and Uni mm Brotherly Love | 
among us, Which is the only thing there- 
in aimed at 4 == 

6a) fC1eOſf A 


E 


"OO TT Oo 


aca ono Kits 


Your moſt Humble and 


Obedient Servant, 


Joun SHARPE, 


; Let ws therefore follow after the things 
that make for Peace. 


AE H E Apoſtles. defign in this Chapter, 

Ge. is to perſwade the Rowazn Chriſti- 

BB ans to live Peaceably one with ano- 

HA ther, notwithſtanding all their dif- 

AM ferent Perſwaſtons in matters of 
Relagion. 

; He doth not fo much ſet himſelf to Reſolve their 

E, } (ontroverſies, to Determine which Side held the 

| Trueſt Opinions, as to Silence their Diſputes, to 

| allay thoſe Bitterneſſes and Animoſities with which 

| the ſeveral Parties proſecuted each other-, to ob- 

! lige them to embrace one another in Chriſtian Cha- 

| rity; and though there” could not be an Unity of - 

*. 3 Fudgment among them ; (which certainly is a thing 

TT. jan never be expected ;. mens apprehenfions con- 

© Tcerning things being neceſlarily almoſt as various 


: 
, 


{as are their Zempers and Complexions ;) yet never- 
theleſs they ſhould ſo order the matter, that there 
might at Jeaft be an 'Unity of Afefion, and an a- 
micable communication one with another. 

He repreſents to them that they had nothing to y.47 & ſee: 
doto Fudg or Cenfure their Brethren ; for they wore 
TEEIY B Gods 


- 
- 


IN, 


a» 


Ver. 13, 14 
CH 


Ver. 17- 


(89. 


Gods Servants, and to Him only they ſtood or fell : 


that though chey were miſtaken in their NotiGn5-45- * 
tothe Points in Cantroyerfie, yet nevertheleſs, if 
what was done _—_ thoſe miſtaken hrs was |} 
hedience ta 
IC, Ou d e accepted of 


dong Gut of; a pure 
the Commands of G 


him. 


oF and ; 


He is ſo far from countenancing their Religi = 
fat helet-rhe | 

rrue fide of the Queſtion, ro ſubmit Rees fake; - 
to Abraes 


Quarrels, that he adviſeth even thoſe: 


and rather to recede from their r! 
doing that which 'they might pk, lly d 


undue uſe of theit Liberty to caft a Stumblin o-block 
before the weak uninſtrutted Difſenters, —a be a 


means of their forſaking Chriſtianity. 


- And the more to enforce this diſcourſe, he af... 
ſures chem, - that however they might pretend Re- 
ligion for their prefent differences, yet in truth 

at was of all other things the eaſt interefſed in 
them. They were much miſtaken in the nature of 
?t, if they took it to conſiſt in ſuch ſmall, incon- 
made the matter 


fiderable, external things as they 


o, than by 


of their Diſſenſions. Chriſtianity was not much con- || | 


cerned, whether they ate ſuch kind of Meats, or' 
whether they did not cat them ;- whether they 
Sabbaths and New-moons hol to the Lord, or whe... 
That Was 2 | 
It was the 
eonſneſs and Peace, and Re-! 
Joxcing to dopood. .T ri were the things that made! 
a Man 


ther they eſteemed: every day alike. 
more inward, and amore hh thing. 


hearty priftice of Rz 


kept 


(3) 


F - mana Chrifieng and wn Fbge things (faith the ver. 1s. 
| Apoſtle) hei thet fermeth Chriſt 5s ined cps 8 
: = and approved. 'of em." 91,;5 Off! 
' © And thenat laſt from theſe ſeveral Particulars 
| hedraws this general. Inference by way of Exhor- 
tation : Let us tDerdfore follow after the things that 
; make for peace. 
 havegiven you a brief account of the Apoſtles 
- > diſcourſe in this Chapter; and I could heartily 
4 With that had no occation to deal any further up- 
Ly - on this Subject. Happy were it” for Chriſtians, if 
chinky were in that poſture-among them, that they 
were no further concerned in theſe Diſcourſes of 
Scripture, than only to be inſtrufted in the fenſe 
of them; Bur, alas, whoever underſtands anything 
: of theſtate of Chriſtianity, now for theſe many Ages 
in the World, will cafily ſee that no one Point of 
our Religion, has been in all times more neceſſary 
rojbe daiſy preached, to be earneſtly. prefled, co be 
loudly ſounded in the ears of Chriſtians than this 
of Peace and Loye, and mutual ſufferance under 
| their difterent. apprehenſions. of Religion. 


It has fared (as one hath obſerved) with Chris Mr. Holere 


ſtianity in this matter as it did with the Fewiſb Diſ. 
; penfation of old. The great and principal Com- 
| mandment which God: gave: the. Fews, and which 
| (asthey themlelyes: reach): was the: Foundation of 


| allcheir Los, \was ro-worſhip the God of [ſael, and 


Him'only to ſerve : yer Pn: the fottithneſs and 
pms of tac People, that This was the Com- 


B 2 mandment 


-_ 


(4) 
mandment,, that of all others they could never be | 
obliged to keep ; but: they were continually run- | 
ing a whoring after the Gods of the Nations; -nots * 
withſtanding all the various ways and methods 
that God made-uſe of to reclaim them from that 
fin. What the Worſhip of one God was to the :Fews, 
that Peace, and Lowe, and Unity is to the'Chrifti= | 
ans, even the grand diſtinguiſhing Law and Cha- 
rader of their Proj ton : and yet with ſorrow, and 
to our” unſpeakable confuſton it may. be ſpoken; + 
There 1s no Religion that ever was known in the * 
World hath given Birth to ſo many Hereftes, hath 
been intituled to ſo many needleſs Diſputes and 
Quarrels, hath been:crumbled into ſo many Sefs 
and Parties, hath beer! proſecuted by all the ſeve- 
ral Pretenders to it with ſo: much heat and fury, 
and implacable animoſity , hath been made the | 
occaſion of ſo much Tumulr, War, and Bloudſhed, 
as this excellent, this innocent, and gall-leſs Re- 
ligion of ours. 

Togo no further than our ſelves, and the po- . 
ſture we ſtand in at this day ; if ever:any Society - 
of Chriſtians could: be obliged to live-in Brotherly 
Lowe and Communion with one another we certain- | 
ly are the Men. For befides the engagements of - 
our Religion, common to us with other (hriftians, 
we have all the external advantages which: a wiſe 
and well temper'd Settlement of (hurch-affars, * 
a-mild and juſt Government, and excellent Laws | 
can give to the promoting thereof, F 


Religion | 


mm | 12 


_ 
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Religion is eſtabliſhed among us in as great 


; Purity as ever perhaps it was fince. the Apoſtles 


” times. | 


The Government we live under is neither fo Lax 
as todefeat its own ends,-nor ſo Sewereas to ex- 


; erciſe Tyranny over: our Conſciences, 


The 7erms of our Communion-are' more. large, 


| and moderate, and eafie tobe ſubmitted to by men 


of different Perſwaſions, than any other Church- 


! Society that -know of doth allow at this day. And 


this is ſo acknowledged, that there is ſcarce any 
of the ſeyeral diſagreeing Parties among us, but 
next 'to their own Church would prefer Ours before 
all Others, 

The Dofrins that make up our publick Confeſſion 
are expreſſed in ſuch a /atitude, that they have 
been, and are generally aſſented to, by moſt of the 
Diſſenters trom us. And that wherein We differ 
from others, is not our adding to the Faith new 
and queſtionable DoZrins, but our regefing, or not 
inpolins their Innovations. 

Our Publick, Service hath not. a Prayer in it but 
what any Chriſtian in the World may ſavfully lay 
Amen-to. -. 

Our Ceremonies are but few, and thoſe very de- 
cent, and unqueſtionably of. Primitive Antiquity. 

The Penalties which the Laws inflit upon. thoſe - 
that ſeparate from our Communion are lo eafie, and 
{a moderate, that methinks Sober -men ſhould be 
aſhamed to. call them Perſecutions ; and m—__ 
rather 


(6) 


rather fit down conrentediyi under chem, \thari b by 
endeavourin?; '6t defirmg: any Aiterniion;: endan. 
ger the bringing the (burch, and poſſibly 2hem. 
Floek Into far opp Inconveniencies chad thoſe 
chey'now Hi 

In a word;?ſo excellent 4 1s the remper of our | 
preſent Settlement, 'chatchere/4s no Church in the 
World, with which men of differing Perſwaſions 
may more ſafely communicate ; and under which, 
even Diſſenters, if they be peaceble, may [ive more 
happily than the Church of England. 

But now how do we dates our ſelves aodle 
this happy Conſtitution of affairs ? What Fruits 
of the Goſpel of Peace do we yield ſuitableto theſe 
greatexternal Advantages ! 2? One might rationally 
expect to ſee Rel;gion in quite another Face among 
us, than it hath in other parts of the World ; and 
that enjoying ſuch excellent means-of Peace and 
Unity as we do ; andefpecially having ſufficiently 
experienced the Miſcries of Diſcord; there ſhould 
no ſuch thing as Fadion or Diviſion be heard of a- 
raong ' us, þut that we ſhould All like Brethren 
Chriſtianly joyn togerher with our Common Mother, 
and in ſmaller matters bear with one ariothers 
Weakneſles , and Tgnorances, and Miſtakes, as 
doubtleſs God himſelf will ; and as the Church, 
which is principally concern 'd, in many caſes 
doth, | 

Bur alaſs the event doth too notoriouſly diſcs. 
ver the contrary to all this, and thatto the ſhame 
of 
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- 


F 


| of qur ſelves, and the: FEPF ach of our Church, 
! 


ind the ſcandal of Religion, andth6 rejoycing 


of our Enemies, and the grief of all gaod men: 
| Never were our Differences higher, our Oppoſeti- 


ons one of another more vjolent, oyr Schiſms and 


i Separations more numerous, and more obftinate 
* than they areat this day. 


We. diſpute eternally, we quarrel without 
grounds , and , without meaſure; we tickle. for 


' every Trifle, and are as-much concerned for the 


propagating: a filly Notion, which might very well 
be let alone' without our being a jot the worſe 
Chriſtians as if the Fundamentals of our Religion 
lay at ſtake. 

We revile, we reproach, we beſpatter one ano- 
ther ; and though we be extremely. ſcrupulous in 
ſmaller matters, yet we make noſcruple of ſacrifi. . 
cing 6 and the Churches peace to every hu- 
mour, and every * paſſion. And whileſt we are 
zealous in the matter of an Opinion, or a ſmall Ce. . 
remony ; we often loſe all ſenſe of Religion, and : 
Gogd manners, and even Humanity it ſelf. 

What the Conſequences of theſe :unreaſonable- 
and unchriſtian Feuds may be, we know not. I 
pray God they do not end, either in a very great 
Corruption, or 2 total Subverſion of Chriſtianity a- 
mong 1s. It was theſe ns, if it be lawful. to guels 
at the reaſon of Gods Judgments from outward 
Appearances, that brought deſolation upon thaſe 
once flouriſhing Churches of Afric and Aſia : of 
WnAQ ; 


8) 


=y 


they may be an. occaſion "of. Gods 
Condleflick-from us alſo; ; 
And now/'1s it not necdful that every Ciriffien 
ſhould ut © his uemoſt endeavour to ſtill that Spirit 
of Contertion that is gone forth among us? ls it 
nor needful that every Son of Peace ſhould bring 
ſome water to the quenching of our Flames ? 


Let me therefore this day take up St. Pauls ex-! - 


hortation to you ; let me beleech you, let me con- 
jure you ; if there be any Conſolation in (rift , if 
any Comfort of Love, if any Fellow(hip of the Spirit, 
if any Bowels and Mercies , that now at length lay- 
Ing aſide all bitterneſs and evil ſpeaking, all variance 
and emulation, all needleſs Diſputes and Conten- 


tions, you would unanimouſly joyn together in , 


following after the things that make for peace. 
_ » And thatmy Exbortation may be the more ette. 
Qual to the purpoſes I intend it for, I ſhall purſue 
it ; Firſt by way of Direftion ; Secondly by way of 
Motive. Firſt 1 ſhall reduce the Duty here enjoyned 
of. Following the things that make for peace to 1ts 
particular Rules and Inftances, 'that you. may know 
what is to be done by you in order tothe perfor- 
mance of it. * | 
' Secondly I ſhall ſer before'you the very great 
agements .and Obligations that lie upon us to 
follow after the things that make. for peace ; that you 
may be perſwaded the more vigorouſly to: ſet a= 
bour it. | | 


: And | 


Lo 


who knows if they be oblinatlyperfited in, bur | 
rods removing his * 


” : wel tubes pO 
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- And both theſe things I ſhall manage as near as 


| Tcan with refpet to'the preſent tate and poſture of 


* Afairsamong us, and wirhal ſhall alwayes remem- 


| ber that my bufineſs is not to preſcribe Laws or 


| Rules to my Superiors for their Carriage in theſe 


J matters, but only to repreſent the Duty thac Chri- 


4 


* ſtians of a private capacity do owe to the Publick,, 
= and to one another, 


15 Asforthe Firſt thing, which is, to direft and in- 


+ ad dk. 


' truft you inthe performance of this duty of follow- 
ing the things that make for peace, you may be plea- 
fed to take notice, That this Duty hath a twofold 
ObjeR, according to the two different Relations 
and Capacities in which we are to be confidered ; 
ro wit, the Church our Mother, and Particular Chri- 


ſtians our Erethren, In the firſt Relation we are 


*confidered as Subjefts ; in the ſecond as Fellow- 
* (hriſtians. With reſpe& to the former, the Peace 
'we areto purſue implies Obedience, and Preſerya- 
tion of Communion, 1n oppoſition to Sch:ſm and Se- 
paration. With relpet to the latter, it implies mu- 
"tual Love and (barity, in oppoſition to Quarrels 
and (ontentions. 

My bufineſs therefore upon this firſt head is to 
thew what are the Particulars of our Duty, what 
of the means that conduce to Peace in both theſe 
peſpects. | 
! Andfirſt of all I begin with what is due from us 
to the Church in order to Peace, as Peace ſtands in 
Fontradiſtintion to Schiſm. And this Point 1 _ 
= C hes 


- 


(10) | 


beg leayeto diſculs, very freely, and very parti- © 
cularly ; becauſe] fear we have mens 
falſe Notrons about 1t; 'and yet: it 1s a matter of 
ſuch gonſequence, that I doubt ngc hut the right 
underſtanding of it wquld ge.a great;way-to the: 
Cure of the ſad Diviſons that are among ws,..... - 
And that1 may diſcoarle with more clearnels, 


and more evidence, I ſhall deliver whatI have to. - 


lay in this matter, by way of Propaſtzors;; taking 
my 'Rife from the firſt Principle of Charcb-Society, 
and fo regularly aſcending. 

The firſt Propoſution 1 lay down is this ; Zhat 
every Chriſtian upon the very account of his being ſo, 
35 8 Member of the Church: gf Chriſt, and is bound 
to joyu in External Communion with it where it can 
be bad. 

For the clearing of this you may be pleaſed to 
confider'thart the Primary Nefign and Intention of 


our Saviour in his undertaking for us was not to. * 


ne hr Io IT a, 9s Fr ROOT 
' <7 : 
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ſave particular perſons without relpect toa Society, | 
but to.gather to himſelf a Church out of Mankind, | 
were and forma Bogy Polztick, of which himſelf : 
was the Head, and particular Chriſtians the Mem- * 
bers : and in this method through 0begience to his | 


Laws and Government to bring nien. to. Salva- | 


20n. Dc 
And this is no- more than what 1s the Senſe and 
Language of the Holy ws 1a, wherein what- 
ever Chriſt is ſaid to have 

kind, he is faid to haye done for them, not as Scat-, 


tcred! 


one Or ſuffered for Man-' 


0 


% 
. 


| 


Wo Sade inte 1 ir abi Ge 


-(n) 


#ired Inllvidals, wit as Hitorporated'ints a Church. | 
Thus Chrift loved the Charch, wid Eove bimfelf for Si 5: 25- | 
it: Chriſt redeemed the Church with bis own Bloud. as 20. 28. 
Chriſt s the Saviour of bis Body, that is to ſay the eph.s. 23. 


Church, with many paflapes of the like importance. 
Theplain Conlequence from hence is, that e- 
very perſon, ſo far as he is a Chriſtian, ſo far- he 


is a Member of the Chutch ; and by vittue of that 
Relation to the Church it is, that he hath any re- 
lation to' Cþtift, or atty Title to the ' Privileges of 


the Goſpel. 

And agreeably to this Notion, it is very plain, 
that Baptiſmre, which is by all acknowledged to be 
the Ceremony of Initiating us into Chriſtianity, is in 
Scripture declared to be the Rite whereby we are 
entred and admicted into the Church. Thus St. 


Paul expreſly tells ns, that by one Spirit we are all i Cox. 12, 
baptized into one Body. And again, that (Chriſt hath 73 


ſanfified, that is to fay, ſeparated bz3 Church by the 

waſhing of Water amid the Word. | 
Now then 1t being thus evident, that every 
Chriſtian as a- Chriſtian is a Member of that Body 
of C:rift which we call che Charch : there will be 
little need of taking pains to prove ,'that every 
ſuch perſon 1s obliged to joyn in External Com- 
manion with the Church where he can do (o : for 
the very nature of this Church-memberſhip doth im- 
ply it. Without this neither the Ends of Church- 
Society, nor the Benefits accruing to us therefrom 
can be attained, 
| C 2 Firſt, 


| 
| 


(#n) 


\ Firſt, not the Ends of it : The Ends of Church- * 
'. | SoTiety are the\ more Solemn. Worſhip of-God, and * 
the Publick Profeſſion of our Religion, and the : 


Mutual  Edification .one of another : Now how 
theſe can be-in any meaſure-attained without. al- 
ſociating; together in Publick, Aſſemblies,, and' mu- 
tual Offces,. and other As of External Communion 
with one another cannot any ways be-imagined, 
And as little in the ſecond place, can it be con. 
ceiyed how without this we-ean be made partakers 
of the Benefits and Privileges that Chriſt hath made 
over to the Members of his Church. For weare to 
confider that God hath ſo ordered the matter, and 
without doubt for this very reaſon to-unite us the 
more firmly in Society, that the Privileges of the 
Goſpel, fuch as Pardon of Sin, and the Grace 
of the Holy Spirit, are not ordinarily conveyed 
tous ſo immediately by God, but that there muſt 
intervene the Miniſtry of Men. Gods holy Word 
and Sacraments are the Channels in which th 
are derived to us; and Zhoſe to whom he hack 
cammitted the Miniſtry of Reconciliation and the 
Power of the Keyes are the Hands, that muſt diſpence 
them.. We. haveno promiſe of Spiritual Graces but 
by theſe means : ſothat in order to the partaking 
of them there is an abſolute neceſſity. laid upon us 
of joyning and communicating with the Church. 
It.is true indeed God doth not fo tie himſelf up 
to theſe means, but that he can, and'will in, ſome 
caſes confer the Benefits of them without them: 


as. | 


Sk. © mit _X 


(13) 
23 in caſe, of a- General Apoftaty of the Church ; or 
of Perſetution' for Religion; or of an unjuſt £x.. 
communication, Or any other caſe where Commy. 


 nion with a true Viſible Church is denied to: us, 


Bur though God doth aft extraordinarily in extra- 
ordinary caſes, where theſe means cannot be had; 
yet this doth not at all diminiſh, much leſs take a- 


| way the neceflicy of making ule of them when they 


can be had. 

. From what hath-been diſcourſed on this frt 
Propoſition, we may by the way gather theſe two 
things: Ionly name them. Firſt how untrue their 
Poſition is that maintain that all our Obligation to 
Church Communion doth ariſe from a voluntary 
admiſſion of our ſelves into ſome Particular Con- 
gregation, and an explicit Promiſe or Ingagement 
co.joyn with it in Church Ordinances. 

2, How wildly and extravagantly they diſcourſe 
that talk of a Chriſtianity at large, without relati- 
on toa Church, or communion with any Society 
of Chriſtians. 

The ſecond Propoſition 1s , That every one is bound 


to joyn in Communion with the eſtabliſhed National. 


: Church to which he belongs, ſuppoſing there be no- 


thing in the Terms of its Communion that renders: 
it unlawful for him. ſo to do. | 
For if weare bound to- maintain Communion 


; with the, Catholick Church, as I have before pro-- 
| ved, it 1s plain that we are bound to maintain 
5 Communion : with that .part of it, within whoſe- 


Verge 


on) 

"Verge the Divine Providence hav caſtus, For we | 
- Eatinot tommiunicate with the Citholick Cliurth "© 

- but by communiceirg with ſome Part of ir : '#nd : 
there is 6 communicating with any Part of it, © 
but Thar fide which we live, 'or whete we have 

- our Reſidence.” 

Well, but it may be faid, that there may be ſe- 

veral Diſtin& Churches in the Place where we live, 
There may be the fixed Regular Aflemblies of the 
National Church ; and there may be Separate Con- 
gregations ; both which are, of ptetend to be Parts 
of the Catholick Church ; ſo that it may be all one 
as to our communicating with that, which of theſe 
we joyn with, ſuppoſing we -joyn but with one of 
-them ; and conſequently there 1s no neceffiry from 
that Principle, that we ſhould hold Communion 
with the Publick Aſſemblies of the National 
Chavch. | $5140 

But as to this I defire it may be confidered, 

'thac That that lays an Obligation upon us to joyn 
in Communion with the Church (to wit our being 
Members -of that one Body of Chrift) doth alfo lay 
an Obligation upon us, 'as much as in us lies to 
preſetve the Unity of that Body, (for this both the : 
Fundamental Laws of Society, and the Expreſs | 
Precepts of Chriſtianity do require of every Mem- 
ber +) But now to niake a Rent in, or ſeparate from | 
arty Part of the Body of Chrift, with' which we may | 
lawfully commiinicate (and ſach we tow ſuppoſe | 
the Eſtabliſhed Aſſemblies of the Nation to be) is 
| direaly 


| © RF 
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| direfily conzrary to the;preſerving the Unity of 


ia 64 34 


# that Boch. And: therefore certainly ſuch a Reat or 
; RN os be, unlawful. Aad-if fe, then it 
* muſt be unlawful alſa to joyn with any Congrega- 


tion of men among us that have. made ſuch a Rent 
or Separation. | 

So that let our Pretences. be what they will, ſo 
long as the Faxed Regular Aſſemblies of the Nation 


: wherein welive, do truly belong to the (atholick, 


Cherch, and wecan lawfully joyn with them, it is 
certain we are bound ſo to do, and not to joyn 
with thoſe Congregations that have withdrawn 


themſelves from them ; for to do this would be to 


joyn in Seciety with Separatifts,, would be. a.par- 
raking with cheir Sin, and a breach of the Apoſtles 


' Precept of Awoiding thoſe that cauſe Diviſions... \_ Rom.1617e 


The third Propoſition 1s, That the being a Mem- 
ber of any Church doth oblige a man to ſubmit to all 
the Laws and Conſtitutions of that Church. 

This Propoſition 1s in the General ſa unqueſti- 
onable, that no ſober man will deny it. And in- 
deed it is the Baſis upon which all, Societies are 
founded; and by which they do ſubſiſt.. .Far ro 
ſuppole a Soaety, and yet to ſuppeale the' Members 
of 1t not under an Obligation to. obey its Laws 
and Government, is to make Ropes of Sand, - to 


ſuppoſe a Body without Sinews and Ligaments to-- 


hold its parts together, | 
Sathat all the queſtion here is concerning: the 


nature aud extent of the Churches Power over her 


Mens. 


(16) 


Mentbers, How far, and in what inftances the hath 
Addborityt8'oblige them.” Which is a queſtion nor * 
dificulc to be-an{wered if men would come to'ir 


without paſſion and prejudice. 


For it muſt be acknowledged, in the firſt place, | 


chat the Church muſt, as all other Soczeties, be en- 
truſted: with at leaſt ſo much power over her Syb- 
jedts, as 1s neceſſary for the ſecuring her own Wel- 
fareand Preſervation : For to think otherwiſe, is 
ro [ſuppoſe Godto have founded a Church, and in- 
eended the Well-being and Continxance of it ; which 
are things that every one muſt grant : And yet to 
ſuppoſe that he hath denied her the uſe of the 
Means without which that Well-being and Continu- 


. ante cannot be attained : which is monſtrous and 
.-97.contradictions. 


Furthermore 1t muſt be granted, that che Wel. 
fare and Preſervation of the Church cannot be ſecu- 
red but'upon chele two Suppoſitions. Firſt, That 
Proviſion be made for the #2 and orderly perfor- 


mance of the Worſhip of God. Secondly, That there 


be means of maintaining Peace and Unity among 
its Members, This latter is neceſſary to the Welfare 
and Preſervation of a (Church, as a Society , the for- 
mer is neceflary to it as a Religious Society. 

Now then this being admitred, it follows 1n the 
genera], that 'what ever Power over her Subjedts 15 
neceſlary in order to either of theſe things, all thar 
at leaſt-muſt/ be ſuppoſed to be lodged in the 
Church,- that 18 toſay, in Thoſe that have the Go- 


uirmment of 1t. $9 
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. So that framihence'ir. is plain, in the rſt place, 


* that the Church hath power 16: far to reſtrain the 


! exerciſe of her-Subjefs Liberty, as'to oblige them 


ae Ar IG rc and 4 


hy. VS 


! ro all ſuch-Laws, Rules, Orders; and Ceremonies 


28 She ſhall;eftabliſh'for the more'Solemn, Regu- 
lar, Decent z'and Convenient Adminiſtration of 
Religious Aﬀairs. And if it be queſtioned whether 
her Appointments do indeed conduce to that end, 
of that:She her. (elf is ro be the. Fudge ;- Her Mem- 
bers being no farther concern'd therein, than one- 
ly before they obey her Impoſetions to lee that they 
be not repugnant to the known Laws of God. This 
Power the Church-muſt be ſappoſed to have, other. 


- wiſe She will nat be enabled'to make Proviſion for 

- the firſt thing whereon” her Weffare doth depend : 
| viz. the Performance of Gods Worſhip and Service 
' Ina due and orderly manner. 


Secondly, from: hence alſo it+1s plain, that the 
Church muſt be furniſhed with a Power: to end and 


* determine Controverſies of Religion that ariſe a- 
; mong its Members : that is to ſay, to giveſuch an 


* Authoritative dectfion of them, as'that all Parties 


are bound to acquieſce in it : for without this ſhe 


{ would be defective in the ſecond thing required to 
+ her Welfare and Preſervation, viz, Maintaining her 


ſelf in Peace and' Unity. 


But here it may be taken notice that this Power 


of . Endeng'C(ontroverſtes, which we aſcribe to the 
1 Church,-doth not imply any Authority over our 
Judgments-;) 0r that'1n;'vertue thereof ſhe can ob- 


D nw 


12) 


lige us give an inward offers 40. hey Determinati. © 


ons, any further than the gives us evidence for the 
Truth of them : (which is that extravagant Power 
the Church of Rome doth challenge to, her felf ). bur 
onely an Authority over our Prafiices, that ſhe can 
oblige usto ſubmit ſo far toher Defnitions, as noc 
ro ad any thing contrary to them. A Power in the 


former ſenſe is not neceliary to the Churches peace ; - 
and the reaſon is, becauſe our 7udgments and 


Opiniqns, ſo long as we keep them. to our ſelves, 


cannot poſlibly cauſe any diſturbance in, or do a- | 


ny injury to Society. But a Power in the latter ſenſe 
is abſolutely necetary ; | for if men may be atlow- 


ed to. ventand publiſh what ever fancies come into 


their heads, and the Church have no Authority to 
impoſe filence upon them, it: cannot be avoided / 
but ſhe will be overrun with Hereftes, and embroil. * 


ed in infinite Quarrels and Controverſies, to the de- 
{trufion. of her Publick Peace. 

The fourth Propoſition is, That we can have no 
Juſt cauſe of with-drawing our Communion from the 
Church whereofwe are Members, but when we cannot 
conmunicate with - it without the Conmiltion of a 
Sin. | 

For if we are bound to Communicate with the 
Charch when we can lawfully do ſo ; as harh been 
before proved, it is;plain we are bound ſo long to 
continue our Communion with the Church, till-it be 


unlawtul to cantinue 1n it any longer : But it can. | 


nat-be unlawful. ro continue:in her Communion, 
eill 
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:ll the cequire ſomething us 2 Condition of her 
Cotmunionthacis adm. 4 13 Yona 


-. Sotharthereare bur Zo caſes, wherein it can 


be lawful to witharaw our Communion from a 
Church , becauſe there are but two cafes wherein 
Communion with her can be ſinfal. One is, when 
the Church requites of us as a Condition of her 
Communion, an Acknowledgment and Profeſſion of 
that for a 7euth, which we know to bean Error. - 
The other is, when the Chnrch requires of us as a 
Condition of her Communion, the joyning with 
her in ſome Praftifes which we know to be againſt 


> the Laws of God. In theſe rwo Cafes to withdraw 


our Obedience to the Church is ſo far from being 


* ain, that it is aneceſſary Duty ; becauſe we have 
| an obligation to the Laws of God antecedent to 


that we have to thoſe of the Church ; and we are 


| bound to obey theſe no further than they are con- 


| ſonantor agreeable to thoſe. 


— - 
—— ———— —  — 


But now from'this diſcourſe it will appear how 
inſufficient thoſe Canfes, how unwarrantable thoſe 
Grounds are, upon which many among us have 
proceeded to Syparation from our Church. 

For, frft if what I have laid down be true, it 
cannot be true that Unſeriptural Inpoſitions can be 
a warrantable cauſe of feparation from a Church ; 
luppofing that by Vrſeriptural be meant no more 
than onely what is neither Commanded nor Forbid 


| in the Scriptures, For the Atons required by 


theſe Unſcriptural Impoſitions are either in them- 
2 ſelves 


.(20) 
{elves lawful tobe done, or not lawful tobe done. 
If they be in themſelves.unlawful robe: done;'then 
they do not fall under that notion of-Vſcriptural 
we here ſpeak of ; they are down-right Sins, and 
ſo either particularly 'or in the. general forbid in 
the Scripture. If'they be in themſelves lawful to: be 
done, then it cannot be imagined how their being 
commanded can make them unlawful : So that in 
this caſe there is noſtn in yielding obedience to 
the Church, and conſequently no cauſe of with- 
drawing our Communion from it. 

Nor ſecondly can it be true, that the Church re. 
quiring from us any doubtful or ſuſpeied praftices 
as Conditions of her Communion, 1s a juſt cauſe 
of Separation : for we-muſt;have at leaſt as muc|}. 
certainty of the unlawfulneſs of the actions enjoyned. 
as we have of our Obligation to the Authority that * 
enjoyns them, before- we withdraw our Obedience 
to it, otherwiſe we do not proceed upon ſafe 
grounds ; but now we are abſolutely certain that 
God hath commanded us to obey them that have + 
the rule over us, but we are not certain that the adi. © 


0n5 we here ſpeak of are any. where forbid by him ; | 


for if we were, they would be no longer donbrful or - 
fuſpeed, they would be certain ſins : ſo that if we ?! 
will follow the ſurer fide, 'as all Chriſtians /in theſe * 
caſes are bound to do, we muſt continue our 0be- : 
dience.tothe Church, notwithitanding we ſufped or | 
doubt of the lawfulneſs of her Commands. 4 


Neither 


PD 
<, 


(21 
Neither thirdly can it be true, that:Zrrorsina 
Church as to matter' of. Dofirins, or Corruptions as 
to matterof. Prafice, lolong as:thoſe'Errors.and 
Corruptions are onely ſuffered; but not impoſed, can 
be a ſufficient:cauſe of Separation; the reaſon is, 
becauſe theſe things are not ſins in ns, ſo long as 
we db not joyn with the Church in them. So that 
ſo long as we can Communicate with a Church , 
withaut either profeſling her Errors, or. partaking 
in her ſinful Prafices, as in the preſent caſe it is 
ſuppoſed we may do; ſolong we are bound upon 
the Principle before laid down not to ſeparate 
from her, 

Neither in the fourth and laft place, 1s the en- 
joying a more profitable Miniſtry, or living under 
a more pure Diſcipline in another Church, a juſt 
cauſe of forſaking the Communion of that whereof 
weare now Members. The reaſon is, becauſe we 
are not to commit the leaſt crime for the attaining 
the greateſt good in the World : Now.it is a crime 
to forſake the Communion of the Church whereof we 
are Members, ſo.long-as her Communion 1s not ſin- 


ful: But the enjoyment of a leſs profitable Miniſtry, 


or a leſs pure Diſcipline doth not make her Commu- 


! nionſinful ; therefore the enjoyment of.a more pro- 
* fitable Miniſtry, or a more-pure Diſcipline cannot 


: 


make a Separation from her: lawful. 

The fifth and laſt Propoſition is, That though we 
have a juſt cauſe to refuſe Communion with the 
Church whereof we are Members in ſome inſtances, 


Jet 


(mn) 
- net we ore aut therefore to proated to fo total a Sepa- 
_—_ from'it as toereti _ ee oh wr —_ 
diſtintiton to at, or t0 joy with | that ao. 
The reaſon 1s dls from the foregoing Princi- 
ples ; viz, becauſe we are bound to obey as far as 
we can, and where we cannotto ſaffer ; but at no 
hand to diſturbthe Peace, or break the Unity of 
the Charch. | 

Though we cannot comply with all that the 
Church requires of us, yet ſtill we muſt joyn with 
Her in thoſe other things where we lawfully can. 

Nay, though the Church ſhould require thoſe 
things as Conditions of her Communion 1o that un- 
leſs we conform to them we cannot at all commu- 
nicate with her ; yet ſtill here is a Paſfroe Obedi- 
ence due from us :. We muſt fit ſtill and ſuffer, and 
not makea Rent in the Church by ſetting up one 
Altar againſt another. 

This 1s: like the ferting up a new and a diſtin 
Government in the Bowels of the State. 

Nothing can juſtify ſuch a depree of departure 
as this but onely one thing ; cowit, ſo. great and 
general a Corruption of the (Church both in Dofrin 


nicate with her is thereby endangered : Which 
though it bethe condition of the Members of the 
preſent Church of Rome, yet I dare ſay few among 
us will affirm to be the caſe of them that commu- 
nicate with the Church of England, 


and Praffice, that the Salvation of all that commu. * 


ax & o& 


Thus | 


(23) 
Thus have Fas briefly as I could repreſented to 
you the Particulars of that Duty we owe to our 
common Mother in the preſervation of her Unity and 
Conmunion, And I hope I haye not been ſo zea- 
lous for- Peace as to have been at all injurious to 
Truth. a 
I am confident I have faid nothing but whar is 
very agreeable to Scripture and Reaſon, and the 
ſenſe of the Beſt and. Ancienteft Chriſtians. And 
I am certain I have not intrenched upon any of 
thoſe Grounds upon which our Anceſtors proceed- 
ed.to the Reformation of Religion among us. And 
for molt of the things here delivered we have alſo 
the. ſuffrage of ſeveral, and thoſe the molt learned 
and moderate of our diſſenting Brethren. 
And now if after this any one be offended, as 
indeed theſe kind of diſcourſes are ſeldom very 
acceptable ; all I can fay, is this, That the 7ruths 


| heredelivered are really of ſo great importance to 
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Religjon and the Public Peace, that they ought not 

to be diſlembled or ſuppreſled, for any bad re- 

ception they may meer. with from ſome men : but as. 
for the wanner of delivering them, I have taken all 

the careI could, not; to'give offence to any. 


I now paſs on to the fecond part of my 7ask. 


+ uponthis Head, which is to conſider the Duty rez 
! commended in the 7ext with relation to particular 


Chriſttans our Brethren. 
And here my buſineſs is to dire& you to the 
| Purſuit 


(24) 
Purſuit of thoſe things that wee for Peace ; a8 Peace 


_ Strife and Bitterneſs and Contentions. 


' The things that make for Peace, in this Raſc are 


more eſpecially theſe that follow, which I- ſhall te- 
liver by way of Rules and Advices. YAY! 

The rſt Rule 1s to diſtinguiſh carefully between 
matters of Faith, and matters of Opinion ; and as 
ro theſe latrer, to be willing that every one ſhould 
enjoy the liberty of judging for himſelf. 

This is one thing that would help very much to 
the extinguiſhing of thoſe unnatural Heats and 
Animoſities, which have long been the Reproach of 
Chriſtians. If men would fer no greater value up- 
on their Notions and Opinions than they do deſerve; 
ifthey would make a difference between neceſſary 
points; and thoſe that 'are not fo :- and in thoſe 
things that 'are not neceſſary, would' not 'r1g0- 
rouſly tie' up others to their meaſures, but would 


allow every man to abound in his own ſente, fo . 


long as the Churches Peace is not thereby injured , 
we ſhould not have ſo manny bitter Quarrels and 
Heart-burnings among us. But alaſs whilſt every 
one will frame a Syſteme of Divinity of his own head, 
and every puny Notion of that Syſteme muſt be 
Chriften'd by the name of an' Article of Faith ; and 
every 'man that doth not believe juſt as he doth, 


maſt ſtraighr be a Heretick, for doing ſo + How can | 


it be expected but we muſt wrangle eternally ? 
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Ir were heartily: to be wiſhed that Chriſtians 
would, conſider; -that the Articles of Faith, thoſe 
things that God hath made neceſſary by every one 
to be believed in order to.his Salvation, are but 
very. few; and they are all of them lo plainly and 
clearly ſer down in the Scripture, that ic 1s impoſ- 
ſible for any fincere honeſt-minded man to. miſs of 
the true ſenſe of them. And they have further this 
Badg to diſtinguiſh them from all other 7ruths, 
that they have an immediate influence upon mens 
Lives, .a dire& Tendency to make men' Better ; 
whereas molt of thoſe things that make the, matter 
of our Controverſies, and about which we make 
* ſuch a noiſe and clamour , and for which we ſo 
| birrerly cenſure and anathematize one another, 
' are quite of another nature : They are neither ſo 


* clearly revealed or propounded in the Scripture, but 


{ that even good.men;through the great difference of 
' their Parts, Learning, and Education may alter 
| their beſt endeavours vary in their ſentiments a- 


'2 bout them, Nor dorhey at all concern a (hriftian 


' Life, burare matters of pure notion and ſpeculation. 


+ So that it cannot with any reaſon be pretended 


| that they are pormts upon which Mens Salvation 
| doth depend. It cannot be thought that God will 
+ be offended with any man for his [gzorance or Mi- 
je concerning them. And, if not, if a man may 
| bea Good Chriſtian, .and go to Heaven whether he 
# holds the right or the wrong ſide in theſe matters ; 

7 for Gods fake why ſhould we be azgry with any 

| = 


One 


ene for having ocher opinions: 'about chem than 
wehaye* Why thoutd we 'not ratheripetmitimen 
to aſe their Vndlerſtandings as well as rhey can, and 
where they fail ofthe Zruth tobear with them, as 


God himſelf without queſtion will ; then by-ſtick- * 


ling for every impertinent unneceſlary Truth' de. 
ſtroy that Peace, and Love, and Amy that ought 
to be among (hriftians. 

The ſecond thing I would recommend, is a 
great ſimplicity and purity of Intention in the pur: 


3 
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ſuit of Zrath ; and at'no hand to let paſſton or in- * 


tereft, or any ſelf-end be ingredient into onr Re- 
tipion. 


| The praQice of this would not more conduce 


to the diſcovery of 7ruth, than it would to the pro. : 


moting of Peace, For it iscafie to obſerye that ir © 


is not always a pure concernment for the Truth, * 


in the points in Controverſic, that makes us ſo zea- © 


tons, fo fierce and foobſtinate in our Diſputes for | 
or againſt them ; but ſomething of which that is 


onely the Mask and Pretence , ſome By-ends that | : 


muſt be ſerved, ſome Secular Intereſt thar we have 


eſpouſed, which muſt be carried on. 


We have either engaged our ſelves to ſome 
Party, and fo its Intereſts right or wrong muſt be | 


oted : or we havetaken up an opinion in- 


confiderately at the firſt, and appeared in the fa- 


vour of it, and afterward our own-credir doth ob- 


lige us to defend it : or we have received ſome- 


ſlight or diſappointment from the Men of one way, | 


and 


* 
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nd fo, in-pure-pet, and revenge we'pals over.40 
- hp =! wot Qr K.1s toe-our gain and-ad- 
vantage; that the Differences. among us' be till 
kept afoot ; or we defire to get our ſelves a name 
by ſome great As:biepments in the Noble" Science 
of Controverſies ; or we are pofſeſſed with a ſpirit 
of Contradiftion ; or wedelight in Novelties; or 
we love to be fingular, 

Theſe are the things that too often both give 
birth to our Controverſies, and alſo nouriſhand 


- foment them, 


If we would but caſt theſe Beams out of our 


7? eyes, we ſhould both ſee more clearly, and certain- 


ly live more peaceably. But whileſt we purſue baſe 


: and ſordid ends under the pretence ofmaintaining 
| Truth, weſhall always be in error, and always in 
» contention. | 


Let us therefore- quit our ſelves of all our pre- 
pollefſions ; let us mortify all our Pride and Vain- 


4 glory, our Paſſion and Emulation, our Covetouſneſs 


and Revenge ; and bring nothing in the world to 
our Debates about, Religion but onely the pure love 
of Truth : and then our Controverſies will not be 
ſolong.; and they will be more calmly and peace- 
ably managed, and they will redound to the grea- 
ter good of all Parties. 

And this Idare fay further to encourage you 
to labour after this temper of mind, That he that 
comes thus . qualified © to::the ſtudy of Religion , 


; though he may not have the lack always to light 
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on the 7ruth, yet with'all his- errors be they 7 what | 
they will,” he is more acceptable toGod Cas the 3 
Man that hath 7ruth on his fl de, yet takes it up} 
or maintains it to ſerve a turn. He that' believes 
a Falſehood, after hehath uſed his'fincere endea.- © 
 yvoursto find the Z#uth,/ tis not half fo much a 'He- 
*pitick, as he that profeſſerh a Truth out of Evil Prin. © 

ciples, and proſtituteth it to unworthy ends. , 

The third” Rule is, Never to-quarrel about 
'Words and Phraſes, bur-ſo long as other menimean © 
much what the ſame that we do, lets be content © 
'though they have not the luck to- expreſs them- © 
ſelves ſo well. | 7 

1-do':not know how 1t comes to paſs, whether 
\through roomuch hear and eagerneſs of diſputing, 
'that we do not mind one anothers Senſe ; or, whe. 
ther through roo mach love to our own'manner | 

of. Thinking or Speaking, that we will not endure * 
any thing'but what is conveyed to us -in our own 
Methods : Burt, really, it often happens that moſt - 
bitter Quarrels do commence, 'not ſo much from | 
the different Senſe of the:contending Parties, con- | 
cerning the. things they contend about , -as from © : 
their different Terms expreſſing-the ſame Senſe, and |} * 
the different Grounds they proceed. upon, or Ar- © | 
guments they make uſe of for the proof of it. K 

For my. part: I 'verilyi believe that this is the : 1 

Caſe of ſeveral of: thoſe Diſputes, in which-we Pro- ; | F 

a ants do.often_engagerat this day. 1 do not ( 
ink; in many points, our Differences ate near ſo. 
wide 


Ale... 
\wide 25 they/ate Tometitics'repreſented,” bur "that 
they might cafily be made up with alictleallowance 
to mens Words and Phraſes, and the different Me- 
thods of dedueing their Notions, | 


! Tt would"be perhaps no hard' matter: co make 
3 -this appear in thoſe'( artroverſres that:are fomuch 


agitated among us concerning Faith and-Zuſtifica- 
tion, and the neceſſity of good works to Salvation, 
and' Imputted Righteouſneſs,” and the. difference be- 
tween Firtilt and Grace With ſome others, (if this 


| "were 2 fit place for. it! The differencerhar is a- 


- mong us as to theſe Points 1s poſſibly. not much 
© -greater than this, that {ome men in theſe matters 


ſpeak 'more clearly' and fully ; others more imper. 


' feHyand obſcurely. Some men convey their ſenſe 


in plain and proper words ; others delight in Me- 


; taphors, and do perhaps too far extend the Figy- 


* rative expreſſions of Seripture + Some reaſon more 


cloſely and upon; more certain Principles ; others 


: poflibly may*proceed upon weaker. grounds, and 


; miſappljed Texts of Scripture-and diſcourſe more 


þ foolely: But' both - Partzes (eſpecially the more 
| moderate'of both-ſeem to drive at much what the 
fame” thin! though by different ways , as ap- 


| pears from'this, thar being- interrogated .con- 


? 


2 


| cerning/ the: Confequences of their ſeveral Opinions, 


| they genetally agree in admicting or. rejetting the 


d.] 


* 


| ſame; 


Bur 'fourthly, another thing that would make 


4 for peace is this; Never to-charge upon men the 


Conſe- 


rs 
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Calſqudncte uf vip Opens whea ,.they.cxpreſly 
nithetw;;! O77 DD & wt » af rt + 
' This 5 another thing, chat doth y tend to 
widen our Differences; and:.to dos ode mens 
ſpiriccone againſk another;;; when having,cxamin- | 
ed fome Opinion :of a, Man, or. Party of Men, and 
finding very great ahfurdities and evil conſequences 7 
neceſſarily to flow from it, we preſencly throw all 3 
thoſe .into the- diſh-of chenv that hold the. Opinion, 4 
as if they could -not own the one; but they muſt ne- ©? | 
ceflarily :own:the other : whereas indeed the men 2 | 
8 | 
| 


we thus charge, may be ſo. innocent in this matter, Þ 
that they do not in the leaſt dream of ſuch (onſe- Þ * 
Juences ;; - or if they did, they would be. {o-far from © 
owning them, that they would abhorthe Opinion for i 4 
their ſakes. | 
Togive you an inſtance or two in this matter : k , 
Itisa Doftrin maintained. by ſome, That Gods Will © 1 
5 the Rule of Feſtice.; or that every thing is therefore | ? 
zaſt or good becanſe God wills it. Thoſe that are con- | 'L 
cerned to-oppole this Dofrin do- contend that if 7 3 
chis Do&rin be true, it will neceflarily follow, that © ? 
no man canhave any certainty of the 7ruth of any | 7 c 
one Propoſition that God hath revealed in Scrip- z C 
rure. Granting now that this can by juſt conſe- | 
quence be made out, yet I dare fay thoſe that hold 5 
the foreſajd Doffrin would be very angry, and had 3 
good reaſon ſo ro be, if they were told that. they | 
did not, no nor could not; upon, their Prov Þ n 
certainly belieye the Scripture. | os a 
| Some 
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Some Montbi@lcithar: they: camwich demoniſtra. 
tive evidence make out, that the; Boffrin of Gods 
irreſpetive Decrees doth In its Conſequences over- 
throw the whole: Gnſpel;: that it doth deſtroy the 
n- | nature of Remardy and Pamifhments, cuts the very 
id f Sinews of mens Endeavours after virtue ;. makes 
es © all Laws; Promiſes, Exbortatzons pertefly idle and 
all & infignificant things ; and..cenders God the moſt 
n, | unlovely Being tn the world. - Now ſuppofing all 
e- 3 this to be true, yet.ic would be a moſt unjuſt and 
en | uncharitable thing to affirm of any that believe 
er, © that Dodtrin (many of whom are certainly pious 
fe- | and good men ) that they do maintain any ſuch 
mn © impious and blaſphemous Opinions 25 thoſe that 
Br kb  arenow mentioned, 
: The ſum of all is, that .a man:may believe a 
r : © Propoſition, and not believe all that follows from 
ul j it : not, but that all the dedudrons from a Propoſe 
pre | tion are equally true,. and equally: credible with 
n- | the Propoſition from whence they are deduced : Bur 
iff a man may not iſo clearly ſee through the Lropoſe- 
c © tion as to diſcern that ſuch Conſequences are really 
ny deducible from it : So that we-are atno hand to . 
p= 7 _—_ them upon him unleſs he docxplicitly own 


11d 3- If this Rule was obſerved our Differences would 
ad J not-make. ſogreat a noiſe, nor would: the: Errors 
&y 1 and Heterodoxies rene. among us appear ſo 
les 4 monftrous and extray - and we ſhould ſpare 


| 2 great many hard wor age, odious appellations, 
which 
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which we now ow. Ts. areas. ww 
that differ from us: 1:1 110 2 - 

The fifth Rule 1 is to abſtradt mensPerfins fron 
choie — ;andin examining or oppoſing theſe, 
never.to make any reflections upon #boſe. + 

Thys: 152 thing fo highly. reaſonable, chat me 
thinks nopretender-to ingenuity thould ever need 
to be called upon to- obſerve: it. . For it ſeems very 
abſurd and ridiculous in any Argument to meddle 
with that, 'tharnothing concerns the:Que z0n. Bat} 
what do Perſona! Refiections'concern the Cauſe off 
Religion ? what ever it may be;to the Reputation off 
an VUpinion, I am ſure it1s nothing tothe Zruth off 
it; 'that:fuch or fuch-a man ho{ds ir.” | i 

And truly if men would leave''this imperti-! 
nence we mighrhope:for a better iſſue 'of our Re- 
ligious Debates : but: whileſt men wil} forfake the 
Merits: of the. (Caufe,.and unmanly tall to railing, 
and difparaging Mens Perfons, and ſcraping toge- 
ther all the i1þ that;can be faid of them, they. blow 
the Coals of:Contention, they ſo imbitter and enz 
venom the Diſpute, that it rankles into incurable; 
diſtafts. and heart-burnings; : ©. 

Chriſtians would do well to confider. that theſe 
mean arts of expoling Mens Perſons to diſcredit 
their Opinions, are very.much unworthy the Dzg 
nity of their Profeſon, and/moſt of all'misbecom 
ing the Sacrednefs and 'Fenerableneſs of the 7ruth 
they contend for. And befides, no Cauſe ſtands in 
need of chem but ſuch an ene as is extremely bafflec 
and 
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and. deſperate. and. even then they'are the worſt 
Afgurvents in che work cofupportiit ' For quick- 
ſighted "men will eaſily fee theough the Duft we en- 
ſe;Y deavour to raiſe; and thoſe that areduller will be 

'F apt to ſuſpe& from-our. being ſo angey and ſo wal- 
nc-Y piſh, that wehave bura'badimatter to-manage. 
<a We ſhould conſider ithat Mcn&!Perſons are Sa- 
er) cred things, that what ever. power we have to judg' 
dleff of rheir Opizions, we have no authority to judg or 
But cenſure hee. That to bring Zhemr.upon the'Stage, 
* Of 2nd there throw dirt .on: them is highly rude and 
2 ONE uncivil;- and anaftront: ro Human Society, and the 
0 molt contrary thing-1n theworld ro ( briftian Cha- 

hy rity, which 18 {o far from enduring Reproaches and 
T-F Evil ſpeaking; that it obliges'us to coveras much 
we can all-che Faalts, and even the very Indiſcre- 
tions of others, 

The fixth and laft thing I ſhall recommend to 
you as an Expedient:of Peace, 1s a vigorous pur- 
ſuic' of -Holine (5. tt 30 163 Ranbli 
& Do bueferiouſly fer your ſelves to be good; Do 
Z buc get your Hearts deeply atftetted with Religion 
as well ;as your Heads, and then there 1s no fear 
but'you will be all:the Sons of Pekce. 
- We may talk-what,werwill ;/bur-really ic is our 

SY not Prafiifing our Religion that makes us ſo Con- 
tentious-and Diſput1tious about. iti. It is our Empte- 
neſs of the\Pivine Life that makeb us fo fult of Spe- 
culation and Conrraverhe. :i was but”7hat 'once 
hirmly [rooted in us, 'theſe:- Weeds and —_ 
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of Religion-would preſently dry up and:wirher ;1e 
(hould leath any:longer-toifeed upon ſack FT) TA 
after we once came tohdven Relith of thar Bread; 

. Ah how little fatisfadtion can: alt our prerty 
Notions and fine-ſpun Controverfies yield to a Soul 
thattruly hungers and'thirfts after Righteouſneſs? 
How picifully flatly and infipidly will they tafte; in 
compariſon of the Divine Entertainments of the 
Spiritual Life. 

Were we. but. ferioufly taken up. with the 
Subſtantials of our Religion, we: ſhould not! have 
leiture for the Talking Difputing Divinity; we 
ſhould have greater matters "to take up our 
Thoughts,; and more Profitable Arguments to fur- 
nith outour Dilcourſes, So long as we could buſy 
our- ſelves: inworking out our Salvation, and fur- 
thering the Salvation of others, we ſhould think it 
but a mean Employment to ſpend our time in ſpin. Þ : 
ning fine Nets for the catching of F hes. * | 

Beſides this Divine Life, if it once took place 
m us, would ſtrangely dilate and enfarge our 
hearts in Charity towards our Brethren ; it would 
make us open our arms wide to the whole-Creati- 
on ; it would perfe8ly work out of us all that Pee- 
viſhneſs and Sowrneſs, and Penurioufne(s of fpirir: 
which wedo too often contraft by being addicted 
to aSeF, and would make: us Sweet and Benign, 
and Obliging, and-ready to. receive and embrace 
all Conditions of men. 'In aword, it would quite 
Erallow up all Diftindions of Parties ; and what 
EVeEr 
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ever did: but bear: upon it the-Inipe of God. and 
the -Soperfeription of the: Holy Zeſus , would need 
no other Commendatories to our Aﬀetion, but 
ty | would upon that alone account be infinicely dear - 
ul K and pretious tous, | 
I: Let us all.\therefore: earneſtly contend after this 
in & Divine Principle of Holineſs ; let us bring down 
he BY Religion from our Heads to our Hearts ; from Spe- 
culation to Praftice : Letus make it our bufineſs 
he B heartily.co lave God and dotns will, and then we 
ve | may hope to ſee Peace in our days. 
ve This, this 1s that that will reſtore to the World 
ar } the Golden Age of Primitive Chriſtianity, when the 
r. | Love and Unity of the Diſciples of Jeſus was ſo 
ſy £ conſpicuous and remarkable that it. became into 
r= |} a Proverb, See how the Chriſtians love one another. 
it Þ This, this 1s that that will bring in the Accom. 
n. | pliſhment of all choſe glorious Promiſes of Peace 
and Tranquillity that Chriſt hath made to his Chuzch: 
ce | Then ſhall the Hoff dwell with the Lam, and the 
ur & Leopard lie down with the Aid : Then ſhall not 
1d | Ephraimenvy Fudeb, nor Fudab vex Bpbraim; but 
ti- | ve fhat{ turn our Swords into Plongh-fhares, and 
e- © our Spears into Pruzing-books ; and there will be 
rit-} no more conſuming or deyouring in all Gods Holy, 
ed | Mountain, 


ce} I ſhould now proceed to the ſecond General 
Point in my propoſed Method of handling this 
Text ; viz. To ſet before you the very great Er 
gagements 
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EEE have-uponcus'to foly 
| afteyThe. Things chit- make for Peace ; and; 
that . SOIBSAA 110 ©) 2517 104) Wi 2-08 
x, \Fromthe Nature-and Contrivan of ourRes 
 bigion, W” 
c|19,\Ftom the great weight the Serine lays upon 
Gy Thits Duty. al «© 
.''From the great Unreaſonableneſs of our Ren 
"i ligious Differences. | 
[qoifrom the very. evil Conſequences that/ attend 
them ; 4s 1. In thatithey aregreat Hinderan« 
(ces of 2 good Life: 2. They are very perni 
cious to the Civil Peace of the State, 3; The 
-are\ highly Opprobrious to Chtiſtianity; 4 
| general. And 4: and laſtly, Very dangetou 
tothe ProteftantReligion;:as givingitoo-ma 
ny advantages, and too much encouragement 
\.tothe \FaFors. of the Papacy. 
But [ have I fear already exceeded the Lirhia 
of a 'Sermon, and therefore ſhall add no more.-/! 


i-God open our eyes, that we mayan this our Ay ur 


\1: derfland the*Things'that belong to: Peace 6 
uy they be hid from oureyes.” © «+ 
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